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MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

IN the House of Commons on Thursday, March 23rd, a
petition in favour of the Infectious Diseases Notification
Bill was presented from the vestry of Chelsea.
On Friday, Mr. Dodson stated to Mr. Firth that the re-

ports prepared by Messrs. Tidy, Odling, and Cronkes upon
the London Water-supply were not done at the order or ex-
pense of the Local Government Board, and he understood
they were paid for by the water companies.

"Ear Vertigo." 
In reply to Mr. Metge, the Attorney-General for Ireland

said that the Court of Inquiry into the case of Sub-constable
Forbes, of the Kells Police Force, who in October last was
fined f3 for being drunk, examined a number of witnesses.
Among those called for the defence were two medical men,
one of whom had seen the defendant an hour and twenty-
five minutes after the charge was entered, and who gave it
as his opinion that the accused was then sober. The other,
having seen the defendant two hours after the entering of
the charge, pronounced the swaying motion and staggering
gait to be caused by ear vertigo. The Court, however, after
hearing the whole of the evidence, came to the conclusion
that the charge was established, and the Inspector-General,
on reviewing the proceedings, confirmed the finding of the
Court, with which the Government had no intention of in-
terfering.

In reply to a further question on Monday, the Attorney-
General repeated the facts, and said the Court decided
according to the weight of evidence.

Analyses in Criminal Cases.
Mr. St. Aubyn asked the Secretary of State for the Home

Department whether, in cases of suspected poisoning, when
an analysis is directed to be made, be would consider whe-
ther it would not be more satisfactory that the suspected
person should have an opportunity of being represented pro-
fessionally at such analysis.-Sir W. Harcourt: I have con-
sidered this suhject, and I am clearly of opirion that it never
would do to allow a delicate process of this kind to be con-
ducted by a combination of persons who might be acting in
adverse interests. That would tend to defeat experiments,
which are necessarily of a very delicate kind. But I quite
understand the sentiment, although I do not think it would
operate in fact, which leads persons to desire that these ex-
perts should not be appointed by the Crown, who might be
regarded as party to the prosecution. Therefore what I pro-
pose is to ask the Presidents of the Royal College of Surgeons
and of the Royal College of Physicians yearly. to appoint
two independent experts, men of science, who may be re-
ferred to in cases of this character, to perform the necessary
experiments. I believe that will insure what we want-the
undisturbed action of impartial persons. At the same time,
I wish it to be distinctly understood that in making this
statement I do so not from any doubt or hesitation as to the
entire impartiality and ability of the persons who have
hitherto been employed by the Crown.

Union Officers’ Superannuation.
Petitions in favour of Mr. Herbert Gladstone’s Union

Officers’ (Ireland) Superannuation Bill continue to be daily
presented from various parts of Ireland, and on Wednesday
one was presented from the Metropolitan Branch of the
British Medical Association.

Mr. Melcon gave notice of a question for Friday, pointing
to the necessity of some such Bill.

The Lititacy Laws.
Mr. Stanley Leighton postponed his notice on this subject

to April 23th. The following are its terms :-To call atten-
tion to the impropriety and danger of permitting private
persons to make pecuniary profit by keeping in their custody
lunatics of the wealthier classes, and to the unfairness of
requiring the ratepayers to maintain lunatics of the middle
and lower classes ; and to move that all lunatics ought to
be committed to the keeping of the State.
A Bill to amend the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1867,

was brought in by Dr. Cameron and read a first time.
Tlte Vaccination Acts.

Mr. Burt gave notice of the following question for Friday :
To ask the President of the Local Government Board

whether he is aware that Section 31 of the Vaccination Act
of 1867 was obtained from Parliament on the express under-
standing that it was needed in order to give jurisdiction
over children born before the new Act came into operation,
but since the Act of 1853 ; and whether, as the section is no
longer needed for its original purpose, and as there are no
children now to whom the rest of the Act does not apply, he
will consider the propriety of ordering the use of Section 31
to be discontinued.

Sad Death of an Irish Pauper.
On Thursday, Mr. Corbet put a series of questions to the

Chief Secretary for Ireland as to the death of a man named
William Rooney, who, it was stated, was conveyed to Naas
Workhouse from Ballymore Eustace, a three hnurs’ journey,
" 
on a very wet day, with nothing but three sacks to cover

him, arriving in a dying state, and, though immediately
attended by the doctor, who ordered him hot wine and had
him wrapped up in warm blankets, gradually sank and
died the next day." Mr. Forster said the Irish Local
Government Board had ordered a strict inquiry into the case.

Obituary.
FREDERICK SEPTIMUS TATE, M.R.C.S., J.P.

MR. TATE, whose death, on March 7th, we chronicled
a fortnight ago, had descended from an old Yorkshire

family. His father was the Rev. W. Tate of Southsea,
Head Master of the Royal Naval Colllege, Portsmouth.
The subject of the present notice was born at the seaport
just named in 1820, and received h1s medical education at
St. George’s Hospital, the late Sir Benjamin Brodie being
amongst his teachers. In 1845 he obtained the Membership
of the Royal College of Surgeons, and in the following year
began practice in Louth, at first in partnership with Mr.
Phitbrick, afterwards alone, and subsequently in conjunction
with Mr. H. S. Shaw, whom he took into partnership in
1869. For many years Mr. Tate occupied the post of

surgeon to the Louth Dispensary. He was elected to the
civic chair of the town in 1863, and at the time of his death
was senior borough magistrate, having been appointed in
1867. As was natural, the death of so prominent and
esteemed a citizen, respected for his uprightness and sagacity,
and beloved for his kindliness and bonhomie, has created
a feeling of general sadness, which it will require some time
to completely dispel. -

JOSEPH WILLIAMS, M. D. EDIN., M. R. C. P. LOND.
DR. JOSEPH WILLIAMS, formerly of Tavistock-square,

died on March 20th, at his residence, Holmhurst, Cambridge-
park, Twickenham, aged sixty-seven. He pursued his pro-
fessional studies with great success at Guy’s Hospital, at
Trinity College, Dublin, and in Paris and Edinburgh,
whence he graduated M.D., with the gold medal, in 1839;
he had previously been admitted a member of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, subsequently becoming a
member of the Royal College of Physicians. As an author
he was well known from his numerous and valuable con-
tributions, for one of which, " On Narcotics and other
Remedial Agents calculated to produce Sleep in Insanity,"
he obtained Lord Chancellor Sugden’s ptize. To THE
LANCET he contributed papers on the Cure of Epilepsy, and
on the Circulation of the Cerebro-spinal F!uid, &c.

AT a recent meeting of the St. Pancras board of
guardians, a report from the Dispensary Visiting Committee
was read, stating that the managfrs of the Central London
Sick Asylums District were now prepared t’) receive &pound; 50,000
in consideration of the transfer of the whole of the property
of the Highgate Infirmary to St. Pancras parish tor their
exclusive use.

THE annual meeting of the supporters and friends
of the Hertfordshire Convalescent Home at, Sr,. Leonards was
held last week. The building expenses, it was stated, had
been defrayed, and a balance of &pound; 178 had been carried for-
ward to the endowment fund. The expenses of the Home
amounted to about JE27 per week.


